
DESIGNING MATERIALS FOR DESIGNING MATERIALS FOR 
CLIL CLIL 

   Phil Ball, Zaragoza, Feb 11, 2013

 



CLIL
CCONTENT

LLANGUAGE

IINTEGRATED LLEARNING

S
U

B
JE

C
T
 P

R
O

JE
C

T
S



CLIL – approach or method?

  As a methodology the 
parameters can be more 
easily identified. 



Assumptive teaching
(John Clegg)

Iñaki in June



Guide input
Support output

(Keith Kelly)

Let them do the rest!



DESCRIPTION OF PLANETS
The fifth planet from the Sun, it is eleven times
bigger than the Earth. The year on this planet is
a little less than 12 years on Earth, and the day
is shorter than on Earth, about 10 hours. It is
more powerful than the rest of the planets
because it  emits more power than it absorbs
from the Sun. It is named after the Roman king
of the gods.

 It is nine times bigger than the Earth. Its year is
almost 30 Earth years. The day is about 10
hours and it is the sixth planet from the Sun. It is
the least dense planet of the solar system,
almost completely composed of gas. It is named
after the father of Jupiter in Roman mythology.

It is usually the eighth planet from the Sun
although sometimes its orbital path crosses with
that of Pluto , so sometimes it is the ninth. It is
four times bigger than the Earth. Its year is
about 165 years and its day is longer than on
Earth, about 19 days. It is the windiest planet in
the solar system. It is named after the Roman
god of the sea.

The seventh planet from the Sun. It is four times
larger  than the Earth.. The year on this planet is
about 84 Earth years and the day  18 hours. It is
made up of gases, rock and ice. It is named
after the mythological Greek god of the
heavens.
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jupiter

saturn

Uranus

neptune



 
 
 

To differentiate between the planets in the Solar System,  
BY interpreting, transcribing and producing descriptions  
USING derived adjectives, comparatives and superlatives.  

 
 
 

  Content to be acquired 

Specific language 
items needed. 

Language skills used 
to work on the concept     



The Trinity, or 3-D CLIL
Content & Language Integrated Learning

Conceptual Content
Procedural Content 
Linguistic Content



7 Principles of task-design (CLIL)

1.   Guide input

2.  Support output

1. Scaffolding & Embedding (balance)

2. Task primacy

3. Make language salient

4. Difficult texts do not exist!

5. Think sequentially! (where you are in the sequence 
determines the task-type)



7 Principles of task-design (CLIL)

1.   Guide input

file:///C:/Users/Natalia/Desktop/Inventions%20mini-sequence.pdf






7 Principles of task-design (CLIL)

2.  Support output



Activity 42 Good or bad energy? 1

Before you can fill in the table below, you need to consider some criteria for judging the issue of positives and negatives.  Use these Five:  

(a)Ecological consequences
(b)Availability
(c)Renewability
(d)Expense
(e)Practicality
So, for example:
Looking at Hydro-Electric energy, we could work through the 
criteria then try to decide whether it is a ‘Candidate 
for the future’.  In other words, does it have a valid future
 as a source of energy?
(a)Ecological consequences?    
Seems ok.  Uses naturally flowing water to generate electricity.  Does not cause any pollution.  Dams sometimes cause 
controversy because they divert rivers.
(b) Availability?  
It depends on the country and its type of landscape.  Mountains and rivers are needed.
(c) Renewability?  
Good.
(d) Expense?
Cheap, because it uses a natural resource.  
(e) Practicality?

PRODUCTION, PRACTICE, 
PRESENTATION



 
In pairs or small groups, work on the other sources and write notes in the columns. 

Always decide whether it is a ‘candidate’.   If because of the evidence you are not sure, put ‘?’.  (There is a 
similar table on p 54 in the textbook, but it lacks the 3rd column.  Also, the table here below is more detailed 
regarding the specific types)  
 

Energy Sources  
Advantages 

 
Disadvantages 

A candidate 
for the future? 

Hydro-Electric 
energy 

No pollution, cheap, abundant, easy 
to build. 
 

Only available to certain 
countries 

Yes 

Nuclear energy  
 
 

  

…    

 
When you have finished the table, select three of the sources that you think are significant (for either negative 

or positive reasons) and write up the reasons you brainstormed.  But write them as three separate paragraphs. 
 

Although, Although, Although…… 
Such as,  Such as, Such as…….. 

Tip 
This is a good chance to practise ‘although’ and ‘such as’.  Choose one of the sources, and let’s imagine that 
you’ve said it is a candidate (because it has more advantages than disadvantages).   You want to emphasise the 
advantages in your paragraph, but you have to mention at least one disadvantage (if it has one).  So, in the case 
of Hydro-Electric Power, you could write: 
 

“Although hydro-electric power has some small disadvantages, such as the problem of needing 
mountains and rivers, it has many more advantages such as…………..” 
 
**Make sure you are clear what ‘although’ and ‘such as’ are in your language.   

 



7 Principles of task-design (CLIL)

3. Scaffolding and embedding



Diet and Disease



Diet and disease - structure

Keith Kelly



Diet and disease – core content

Keith Kelly



         Embedded language

Scaffolds for 
production



7 Principles of task-design (CLIL)

4. Task primacy



English

Act. 33 Beasain 1

Before you look at the data on Beasain on
      pages 45 and 46, have a guess at the following
      questions.  Do this in pairs.

1. Beasain is an industrial town.  Would you 
expect more women or more men in the total 
population?   
    Guess _________________

2. Industrial towns attract ‘migrant’ workers from other areas of the country.   
Would you expect more women or more men migrants in Beasain?
      Guess ________________
What percentage of the total population of Beasain do you think is ‘migrant’?
      Guess ________________



Now look at the data on page 46 to work out whether your 
guesses were accurate or not.

Find two of the guesses that were wrong, and before your 
teacher asks you about them, try to justify why you guessed as 
you did.! 

For example:

“For Number 1, we thought there would be more men than women 
in the total population, because in an industrial town more of the 
workers are men.”

Be ready to speculate on the reasons why you were wrong.  

For example:
“For Number 1, maybe most of the active population is married, 
and belongs to families?  Industry might attract families, not single 
workers.”



7 Principles of task-design (CLIL)

5. Make language salient



7 Principles of task-design (CLIL)

 

6. Difficult texts do not exist!
(only difficult or easy tasks)

‘Text-task relationship'



English

Difficulty?
In the scholastic context?…

• There is no such thing as a difficult text

• There is no such thing as an easy text

• Only easy or difficult tasks

Content-based approaches emphasise the 
PRIMACY OF TASK



6. Difficult texts? 

On the theory of relativity
Einstein stated that the theory of relativity belongs to the class of "principle-
theories". As such it employs an analytic method. This means that the 
elements which comprise this theory are not based on hypothesis but on 
empirical discovery. The empirical discovery leads to understanding the 
general characteristics of natural processes. Mathematical models are then 
developed which separate the natural processes into theoretical-
mathematical descriptions. Therefore, by analytical means the necessary 
conditions that have to be satisfied are deduced. Separate events must 
satisfy these conditions. Experience should then match the conclusions.
The special theory of relativity and the general theory of relativity are 
connected. As stated below, special theory of relativity applies to all physical 
phenomena except gravity. The general theory provides the law of 
gravitation, and its relation to other forces of nature.



Language-led CLIL (soft) 
Content-led    CLIL  (hard)

Does it make any difference to task design?

No



7. Think in sequences!

Activities never occur in isolation
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