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Happy Xmas War Is Over 

 John Lennon 

 

Happy Xmas (War is Over) is a protest song about the Vietnam war. The lyrics are based on a 

campaign carried out in late 1969 by John Lennon and his wife, Yoko Ono, who rented 

billboards and posters in eleven cities around the world that read: "WAR IS OVER! (If You Want 

It). Happy Christmas from John and Yoko". The cities included New York, Tokyo, Rome, Athens, 

Amsterdam, London, Paris, Toronto, Helsinki, and some others. At the time the US was fighting 

in the unpopular Vietnam War. The line "War is over, if you want it, war is over, now!", as it is 

sung by the choir in the background, was taken directly from the billboards. 

 

 
 

PRE-LISTENING TASKS 

1. Say if there is something that (in your opinion) shouldn’t go there.  

 
 

So this is Christmas 

And what’s now to come? 

An orange is rotten 

And a new one just as bad 

Ans so this is Christmas 

Let’s all join the band  

The near and the dear one 

The old and the young 

 

A very merry Christmas 

And a happy New Year 

Let's hope we have money 

Without any tear 

 

And so this is Christmas 

For Linda and Paul 

For better or worse 

’cause they are so tall  

And so happy Christmas 

For Pat and for Mike 

For yellow and red ones 

Let's turn on the lights 

 

{Chorus } 

 

War is over  

If you want it 

War is over 

Now... 

 
 

2. SEVEN OF THESE WORDS APPEAR IN THE SONG. Which do you think? 
 

Christmas 

snow 

fun 

wrong 

presents 

friends 

clear 

begun 

dear 

song 

fight 

fear 

gear 

become 
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So this is Christmas 

And what have you ……………………… (1)  

Another year ………………… (2) 

And a new one just ………………………………… (3)  

And so this is Christmas 

I hope you have …………………………… (4)  

The  (5) ………………and the dear ones 

The  old and the  (6)  …………… 

 

A very merry Christmas 

And a happy New Year 

Let's hope it's a  (7)…………one 

Without any fear 

 

And so this is Christmas 

For (8)……… and for strong 

For the …………………………… (9) and the poor ones 

The world is so  (10)…………… 

And so happy Christmas 

For (11)……………and for (12)………… 

For  the yellow and  (13)………… ones 

Let's stop all the fight 

 

A very merry Christmas 

And a happy New Year 

Let's hope it's a  (7)…………one 

Without any fear 

 

And so this is Christmas 

And what have we …………………… (1) 

Another year ………………………… (2)  

And a new one just ………………………………… (3)  

And so this is Christmas 

I hope you have …………………………… (4)  

The  (5) ………………and the dear ones 

The  old and the  (6)  …………… 

 

A very merry Christmas [chorus] 

 

War is over  

If you want it 

War is over 

Now... 

 

  
Follow-up task: Write a letter to John and Yoko giving them at least three more ideas to protest 

against wars.   


