
M11U6-THE GENTLE ART OF PERSUASION

WARM-UP: Have you got any guilty pleasures? 
Can you think of situations where you or anybody could be persuaded into doing something…
• by the media? 
• by friends / peer pressure? 
• because you feel guilty about something / feel remorse? 
• because you feel sorry for someone? 
Have you ever been won over through passion and conviction / by means of convincing 
arguments? 
Do you tend to give in easily when there’s an argument? 

TIP: Try to use alternative answers to yes / no / I don’t know. 

LISTENING: Listen to this interview with two curators at the British Library, who are in charge of an 
exhibition about propaganda. Then answer fill the gaps with the information you heard using up to 
three words. Source: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01rg22n 

1. Prior to the exhibition, there was a ……………………………………………………. of material in 
the British library. 

2. The curators realised the …………………………………… of the subject as they were putting 
the exhibition together. 

3. The exhibition looks closely at …………………………………… propaganda, rather than other 
types. 
4. One of the areas explored is how to ………………………………………… a nation, and how to 
create “enemies” through propaganda. 
5. The term “propaganda” was actually …………………………………… in the 17th century. 
6. The First World War was a ………………………………………………. in the use of the term 
“propaganda” in a pejorative sense.
7. The Ministry of Information ……………………………………………… in using British propaganda 
during the First World War. 

INTERACTION: 

You and your partner work for an advertising company. You have been asked to come up with 
ideas for a Xmas ad for a well-known department store. These are some of the strategies you may 
use in the ad: 

1. show the stores and their products in a very attractive way (for example, close-ups)
2. use humour 
3. use kids / babies 
4. tell a heart-warming story
5. short / catchy slogan
6. highlight that they sell bargains
7. stress the high quality of the product
8. hire a celebrity (someone famous) to endorse the product(s)
9. use a catchy song
10. use cartoons or claymation
11. show animals or inanimate objects speaking

 
Agree on three strategies that you’re going to use in your ad. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01rg22n

