
EXPRESSING OPINIONS

1. Decide what type of composition is required before you start to write: 
• discussing pros and cons in which you write a balanced argument
• giving your personal opinion- This may be a balanced argument if you have no strong 

opinion
• suggesting solutions in which you mage suggestions about a problem

2. State your position on the topic in the introduction, according to the type of composition 
required. In a balanced argument, write a general introductory paragraph, stating the two 
contrasting ideas. 

3. In a balanced argument, use two main paragraphs: one discussing the points for, and one 
discussing the points against. Use a topic sentence in each paragraph, and back it up adding 
two or three supporting details. 

4. In a balanced argument, write  a summarising sentence in your conclusion, perhaps giving your 
personal opinion. 

5. Make your argument explicit and specific by adding examples or illustrations of your main 
point.

INTRODUCTION

I couldn’t agree /disagree more with the statement.
I agree with the statement up to a point.
I agree with the statement to a certain extent. 
I cannot see one point in favour of the statement. 
It is clear that there are two sides to this argument.

 USEFUL EXPRESSIONS FOR EXPRESSING OPINIONS

I am of the opinion that …
It seems to me that…
As far as I’m concerned
In my opinion, 
I believe / think / support the idea that…
I am (strongly) in favour of…
I couldn’t agree more that…
I am firmly opposed to the idea that…
I am totally against the idea that…
I couldn’t agree more that…
I am firmly opposed to the idea that…
I am totally against the idea that…
It is a shame /disgusting / terrible that…

BALANCING THE ARGUMENT

However, / Nevertheless, / 
Having said so, 
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